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Secretary vows VA
will protect inventions

Secretary of VeteransAffairs
Anthony J. Principi, speaking April 12
inArlington, Va,, at anational meeting
focused on VA’ snew technology
transfer program, pledged hisfull
support for the effort. He cited VA's
former policy of not pursuing owner-
ship of intellectual property generated
by its researchers asamajor reason
many Americansdo not know about
VA sresearch achievementsand
leadershipinmedical science.

“Thismust not stand. Thiswill not
stand,” Mr. Principi told the audience
of university officialsand VA adminis-
trators, investigators and attorneys.
“From thisday on, the Department of
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Magnuson Award to Dr. Peckham of Cleveland,
leader in functional electrical stimulation

P. Hunter Peckham, PhD, director of the Rehabilitation R& D Center
for Functional Electrical Stimulation (FES) and the Cleveland FES
Center, received the Magnuson Award, VA’ shighest honor for rehabilita-
tioninvestigators, at thisyear’ stechnology transfer meeting.

Dr. Peckham isnoted for hiswork in restoring motor function to
those paralyzed by spinal cord injury. He pioneered the devel opment of
“Freehand,” an artificial nerve system that enablesthe user to grasp
objects. The unit works by sending electrical signalsfromanimplantin
the chest to el ectrodesin the muscles of the forearm and hand. The result
isnew independencefor patientswho had lost the use of their hands.
Freehand isthefirst device of itskind to gain approval from the Food
and Drug Administration.

“Through Dr. Peckham’ sleadership, use of FESto activate paralyzed
muscles hasmoved from sciencefiction to reality,” said Mindy Aisen,
MD, director of Rehabilitation R& D, in presenting the award to
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Update from Health Services Research and Development...

Initiative with National Cancer Institute among recent QUERI milestones

By John G. Demakis, MD
Director, HSR&D

hisisan exciting timeto provide an update on the

T Quality Enhancement Research Initiative! It hasbeen
just three years since Drs. Feussner and Kizer [Chief
Research and Devel opment Officer John R. Feussner, MD,
MPH; and former Under Secretary for Health Kenneth W.
Kizer, MD, MPH] first imagined this systematic approach
to quality improvement, coined theterm “QUERI,” and
gave leadership of the program to HSR& D. We are very
proud of thelevel of activity now under way and the
important findings and productsthat are beginning to
emerge.

For aset of diseases and clinical conditionsthat are

significant among veterans, the QUERI approach starts by
identifying best practices and important gapsin knowledge.
Drawing on the expertise of VA investigators, clinicians,
and policy makers, between October 1998 and 2000
HSR& D issued one or more solicitationsfor research
proposalsin each of QUERI’ seight clinical areas. To date,
thisvirtual storm of solicitations hasresulted in 40 new
HSR& D investigator-initiated and service-directed re-
search projects, plus at least 94 Coordinating Center
projects, addressing arange of questionsrelated to improv-
ing the processes and outcomes of care.

see HSR&D on pg. 4
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Secretary (cont. from pg. 1)

Veterans Affairsisgoing to get credit
for thework our researchers have done,
and are doing. If that work resultsin
financial gain, we are going to use that
gain on behalf of the veteranswe
serve.”

Mr. Principi said that as secretary
he must be ableto point to well-known
successesto support futurefunding
requests.

The new technology transfer pro-
gramwill do much to addressthose
problems by evaluating inventions,
educating researchersabout their rights
and obligations, obtaining patents, and
bringing new productsto market, he
said. He also said that inter-institu-
tional agreementswill ensurethat VA
and itsaffiliated universitieswill both
benefit frominventionsthat they own
jointly.

On arelated topic, Mr. Principi
called onresearchersto take every
possible opportunity to mention their
VA affiliationswhen publishing their
work in professional journalsor
discussing it with the newsmedia. This
isapolicy that has been emphasized by
the Office of Research and Devel op-
ment.

“Itisvital to the success of VA
research that wereceivethe credit we
areentitled to,” Mr. Principi said. “Be
proud of your VA affiliation. If the
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situation callsfor it, do what you must
tomake sureit ismentioned promi-
nently.”

Other speakersat the meeting
included Chief Research and Develop-
ment Officer John R. Feussner, MD,
MPH; Deputy Under Secretary for
Health Frances M. Murphy, MD,
MPH; General Counsel Tim McClain,
JD; Mindy L. Aisen, MD, director of
Rehabilitation Research and Devel op-
ment and Technology Transfer; and
keynote speaker Duncan Moore,
professor of optical engineering at the
University of Rochester. |

Magnuson (cont. from pg. 1)

Dr. Peckham.

Dr. Aisen also quoted from aletter
of recommendation submitted by
William Heetderks, MD, PhD, scien-
tific director for Repair and Plasticity
at the National Institute of Neurologi-
cal Disordersand Stroke: “Dr.
Peckhamisacaring PhD clinician
whosework isgreatly appreciated by
thedisabled individualsheishelping,
highly respected by the academic
community, and broadly recognized by
the general society ashaving signifi-
cant benefit.”

The Magnuson Award was estab-
lished in 1998 in honor of Paul B.
Magnuson, MD, abone and joint
surgeon and Chief Medical Director for
VA in the post World War I era. He
initiated VA suniversity-affiliation
model and wasknown for hisdedica-
tionto finding innovative and individu-
alized solutionsfor patientswith
disabilities. Magnuson Award winners
receive a $5,000 cash award and a
plague, along with an additional
$50,000 per year for three yearsto
support acurrently funded, nationally
peer-reviewed research project. |

Study to look at prevalence,
risk factors of Hepatitis C

A new VA cooperative study,
beginning thismonth, will assessthe
prevalence of Hepatitis C Virus (HCV)
among VA patientsand investigate
factorsthat may be correlated with the
infection.

Researcherswill administer arisk-
factor questionnaire and take blood
samples from up to 4,000 veterans at
20 VA medical centersacrossthe
nation. The 18-month study ischaired
by Jason A. Dominitz, MD, MHS, and
Edward J. Boyko, MD, MPH, both of
Sesttle.

VA dready hasin placetesting,
counseling and treatment programsfor
HCV, which affectsnearly four million
Americans—1.8 percent of the popula-
tion—and isfour to fivetimesmore
prevalent among veterans, particularly
from the Vietham era. Symptoms of the
chronic disease caused by HCV often
do not occur until 10 to 30 years after
theinfection.

Based on datafrom earlier VA
research and other sources, including a
national HCV screening day in 1999
during which morethan 26,000
veteransweretested, VA estimates that
7 to0 10 percent of its patients are
infected. Morethan 50 percent of
veteransreceiving liver transplantsin
VA hospitalswerefound to have the
virus.

Themajority of casesof HCV have
been linked to blood transfusions. The
new study will examine arange of
other factorsthat may play arolein the
spread of theinfection, including age,
gender, race, marital status, education,
income, period and |location of military
service, intravenous and intranasal
drug use, tattoos, and sexual habits. |
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Research Week marked at VA medical centers across nation

oster exhibitsand symposia,

award ceremonies, visitsfrom
local reporters—these were among the
highlights of eventsthat took place at
VA medical centersfrom Portland to
San Juan in recognition of National VA
Research Week, April 15-21. Other
centerswill be hosting specia “Re-
search Day” eventsin the coming
months. At least 50 centers are ex-
pected to participate this year.

A Research Week proclamation
signed by Secretary of VeteransAffairs
Anthony Principi refersto VA Research
asplaying a“vital roleinthe delivery
of high-quality, cost-effective carefor
the nation’ sveterans’ and making
“significant contributionsto advances
in diagnosisand treatment of disease
and disability.”

Selected Research Week highlights:
* InHines (I1l.), Rep. Luis
Gutierrez, amember of the House

VeteransAffairs Committee, presented
research awardsto two high school

seniorswho will be mentored by VA
investigatorsduring their college
careers. On hand was John G,
Demakis, MD, director of Health
Services Research and Devel opment.

* TheRichmond (Va) VAMC
hosted hundreds of veteranswho have
taken part in past research projects at
the center during itsannual “ Subjects
Appreciation Day.”

* Nashville conducted an all-day
program with segmentson VA's
“Research Training I nitiativefor
Historically Black Collegesand
Universitiesand Hispanic-Serving
Institutions” and presentations by
researchers. Michael Cohen, PhD,
deputy director of Medical Research
Service, was among the speakers.

* At theManchester (N.H.) VAMC,
guests viewed atape of aNBC Nightly
News segment on posttraumatic stress
disorder that had been filmed mainly at
the center.

* The AlbuquerqueVAMCheda
“Town Hall” meeting with representa-
tivesfrom Congress, veterans organi-
zations and the military, along with
patients and staff.

°| owa City hosted adaylong event
featuring “minisymposia’ and remarks
by Paul M. Hoffman, MD, director of
VA’ sMedica Research Service.

* Portland featured presentationson
itstop research findingsin 2000, and
honored retiring investigator Frederick
J. Seil, MD. Michael Cohen, PhD,
deputy director of Medical Research
Service, was on hand for the ceremony.

* Sepulveda featured remarks by
James Burris, MD, Deputy Chief
Research and Development Officer;
and honored LisaV. Rubenstein, MD,
MPH, director of the Center for the
Study of Healthcare Provider Behavior
and winner of the 2001 Under
Secretary’ sAward for Outstanding
Achievement in Health Services
Research. m

Mentoring program prepares students for medical research careers

Visitorsto the Hampton, Va., VAMC during Re- work hasfocused on alcoholicliver disease. “I have

search Week heard presentations by participantsinthe
center’ sHonors Research and Mentorship Program,
which since 1986 has hel ped 45 students on the road to
careersasmedical researchers.

Susan Lamb, asenior at Virginia's New Horizons
Governor’s School for Science and Technology, isone
of six studentsfrom the school currently in the pro-
gram, spending at least five hoursweekly under the
tutelage of VA researchers. Recently, she presented her
findingson therole of the protein SMAD7 incirrhosis
at the Sakharov Readings, an international symposium
for young scientists sponsored annually by Russia’s
Department of Education.

Ms. Lambismentored by biochemist Jerome Seyer,
PhD, acareer scientist at the Hampton VAMC whose

loved mentoring under Dr. Seyer,” said Ms. Lamb. “At
the VA hospital, | have been ableto experiencereal
research and havefound it fascinating. | have decided to
study micro and cellular biology, thanksto Dr. Seyer’'s
influence.”

SaysDr. Seyer: “Thisisan extremely gratifying experi-
encefor the mentor. We chooseamutually acceptabletopic
that can be completed within thetimeframe of the program.
The studentswrite up the proposal using published manu-
scriptsand the Internet. They conduct the proposed experi-
mentsand present the compl eted project at theend of the
school year. | am dwaysamazed at how much they learn
and comprehend during thisshort period of time. Thefinal
reward iswhenthey are acceptedinto thecollege of their
choiceand continuethelr interestsinresearch.” |
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Rapid development of QUERI has
been possible due to the hard work of
many people and the active participa-
tion and support of many officeswithin
VHA. Weare particularly pleased that,
through collaboration between the
Office of Research and Devel opment
and the Office of Quality and Perfor-
mance, it has been possible to secure
medical care fundsfor the support of
an additional 10 QUERI projects
focused on trandlating research find-
ingsinto practice.

| am also pleased to report that
QUERI’ s progress and promise have
not gone unnoticed outsideof VA. In
thelast few months, interest in our
work hasled to at least two significant
developments. First, enthusiasm for
QUERI’ s systematic approach to
guality improvement hasresultedina
novel agreement with the National
Cancer Institute through which NCI
will work with uson anew NCI/VA
QUERI initiative. Applicationshave
aready been received from VA facili-
tiescompeting for this NCI-funded
Cancer QUERI Center. Second, anew
Institute of Medicine report that

focuseslargely on what iswrong with
health carein the U.S. today cites
QUERI asan exception. Accordingto
thelnstitue of Medicine, the Veterans
Health Administration has offered “one
of the strongest examples of synthesiz-
ing the evidence base and applying it to
clinical care.” (“Crossing the Quality
Chasm,” p. 103.)

We expect to announcethe new VA/
NCI Cancer QUERI Center in June.
Visit www.va.gov/resdev/queri.htm for
awide range of information about
QUERI, including linksto individual
QUERI Centers. m

Notify R&D Communications
of your publications

VHA policy requiresthat research
servicesat VA medical centersnotify
R& D Communicationswhen findings
are accepted for publication or presen-
tation. Notices may be sent by e-mail
to researchinfo@vard.org or by fax to
(410) 962-0084. A revised version of
the policy on notification and acknow!-
edgment of VA supportisonthe R&D
website at www.va.gov/resdev/direc-
tive/webinstruct2a.htm.

Wanted: Photos of VA
researchers in action

VA'sR&D Communications Office
isseeking photosfor usein the 2001
Office of Research and Devel opment
annual report. The photos should be
high-resolution color images, supplied
either as 35mm dlides, prints, or digital
files, showing research staff at work.
They should be photojournalisticin
style—that is, not posed snapshots—
and portray investigators conducting
researchinthelab orinclinical
settings.

Images must be received by July 2,
2001, to be considered for useinthe
annual report. For further details—
including samplesof photosusedin
last year’ s annual report—or to submit
your new photosfor the 2001 annual
report, contact R& D Communications
at researchinfo@vard.org or (410)
962-1800, ext. 223.

Next R&D Hotline Conference
Call: July 9, 12 — 12:50 p.m.
(EST). Dial (877) 230-4050.
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